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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Immigration. Art. Immigration. Art. Immigration.. ArtYou don’t have to choose.
The Immigration Forum and the League Art Show and Sale afee@ame day, but
NOT at the same time. You can do them both (and we hope you Wik} put Satur-
day, November'3 on your calendar.

The Immigration Forum, at the Rotunda (Student Centeheat/niversity of Puget
Sound, will begin with snacks at 9:30 a.m., terjifanelists at 10:00, your questions
after they speak, and a light lunch at noon.

Then, you get to come to the League office at 208efore), mix, mingle, and shop
(checks or cash only) for sculpture and beaded items. (®#ltb add YOUR art to

the mix.) This will get exposure for our artistsid benefit the League. What could t
better?

You will be receiving thi& OTERearly (we hope), as we are doing such important
things at the beginning of the month!

These will be followed by Election Day (th&)@and then by our regularly-scheduled
Unit meetings —on Immigration. This is the first LWVUS consensus study in a LC
time. Please be a part of it. We will be establishing a wheleLleague position.
Please participate.

See you on Novembef“3and thereafter.

Ly

N

LOOKING FORWARD

On Thursday, November 29, at 5 p.m. at the Leadfieepwe will prepare this year’s fund-
raising letter (for members) for mailing. We folde stamp, we talk, we are likely to have
snacks. Please join us for a vital and social eveat the office or Sue Summers
(summerssue@hotmail.com) know if you are able tp.h®r just show up!

At the December Units, we will talk about Rankedf{€k Voting and brainstorm ways of
presenting this so that all can understand.

We will also discuss Clean Campaigns and how tallsupport for this in Pierce County.
ACTION meetings! No consensus; lots of brainstoighi Please join us.

If you want to help plan the meetings, call or etrtiee office, or contact Susan Eidenschink.

GENERAL ELECTION IS NOVEMBER 6TH. Local officials. State, regional,
county, local initiatives, referenda, charter issuesDon’t Forget to Vote!
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UNIT MEETING INFORMATION

NORTH END EAST PIERCE

Day: Second Thursday

Time: 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Place: 3635 N. Washington, Tacoma

Unit leader: Helen Sohlberg,
sohlberga@outdrs.net

LAKEWOOD AND NEIGHBORS
Day: Second Friday
Time: 10:00 a.m. - noon
Place: Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom
Unit leader: Ann Elliston,
annellis@Ilwvt-pc.org

GIG HARBOR-KEY PENINSULA
Day: Third Saturday
Time: 10 a.m. - noon
Place: Gig Harbor Volunteer Center
3125 Judson, Gig Harbor
Unit leader: Liz Lathrop,
rathburne@harbornetcom

Day: Second Saturday
Time: 10:00 - noon
Place: Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup
Unit leader: Ellen Zulauf,
ellenzulauf@Iwvt-pc.org

EVENING

Day: Second THURSDAY

Time: 5:30-7:30 p.m. (NOTE CHANGE)

Place:.LEAGUE OFFICE

702 BROADWAY, Suite 105

Unit leader: Victoria Olson
victoriao@remax.net

For more information on meetings, call the
League office at (253) 272-1495.

We had great and informative ballot issues disomssat all the Unit meetings. Thanks to th
who led the discussions and those who participated.

Candidates Forumswere held in Orting, Eatonville, and for TV Tacofathe primary
election. For the general election, we moderatexforums for Orting, and one each for
Northeast Tacoma, Ruston, and University Place.

University Place and Orting Forums were televised @ecorded by Rainier Communications.

Check TV listings for replays. Thanks to this ygamain forum workers—Eileen Fox,
Jacki Skaught, Terri Baker; Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow.

We also co-sponsored the Candidates Forum on AfhdedHousing.

www.lwvt-pc.org

IMMIGRATION MEETING—November 3, ART SHOW AT OFFICE —NOVEMBER 3;

GENERAL ELECTION—NOVEMBER 6.
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LWV Calendar
NOVEMBER JANUARY 2008
Unit Meetings — Immigration — Consensus Unit Meetings — Program Planning
3 Immigration—General Meeting—Rotunda 10 North End—1-3 p.m.
at UPS 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 10 Evening 5:30-7:30 p.m.
3 League Art and Craft Show—League Office 11 Lakewood & Neighbors—10 a.m.-Noon
2:30-5:30 p.m. 12 East Pierce—10 a.m.-Noon
5 Townhall Meeting on Healthcare with Gov. 15 Board 4 p.m.
Gregoire, 6:30 p.m., Stadium H. S. (see p.4) 19 Gig Harbor-Key Peninsula 10 a.m.-Noon
6 General Election
8 North End — 1-3 p.m. FE.BRUARY N . .
8 Evening- 5:30-7:30 p.m. Unit I\_/Ieetmgs — Legislative Session — Information
9 Lakewood & Neighbors 10 a.m.-Noon & Action _
10 East Pierce 10 a.m.-Noon 8 Lakewoqd & Neighbors 10 a.m.-Noon
10 LWVWA Action Workshop 10 am.-3p.m. 2 EastPierce—10a.m.-Noon

14 North End 1-3 p.m.

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, Bellevue .
14 Evening—5:30-7:30 p.m.

17 Gig Harbor-Key Peninsula 10 a.m.-Noon

20 Board Meeting 14 Lgague’s 88th Birth_day
29 Work Party for Fundraising letter 16 Gig Harbor-Key Peninsula—210 a.m.-Noon
at the Office 5 p.m. 19 Board 4 p.m.
MARCH
DECEMBER — Unit Meetings — Publicly Funded it Meetings — Affordable Housing —
Campaigns & Ranked Choice Voting Consensus
8 East Pierce -10 a.m.-Noon Sunshine Week
13 North End -1-3 p.m.
13 Evening 5:30-7:30 p.m. APRIL
14 Lakewood & Neighbors -10 a.m.-Noon Unit Meetings — Pierce Conservation District -

15 Gig Harbor-Key Peninsula -10 a.m.-Noon

17 Forum on Clean Elections, Town Hall,
Seattle, sponsored by Washington Public
Campaigns. (www.washclean.org for details)

18 Board Meeting 4 p.m. JUNE

13-17 LWV National Convention-Portland OR

2009
JUNE LWVWA CONVENTION - TACOMA

MAY
Unit Meetings — Local Local
Annual Meeting

Happy Holidays!

DOWNTOWN TACOMA EVENING UNIT

Many of you have asked for an evening unit for Taa@nd here it is! Please help us get this new LW

off the groundSecond Thursdays:30 p.m., the League office at 702 BroadwaytUsader: Victoria
Olson, victoriao@remax.netNote change to Thursday, and change of time t8(b Want to bring snacks?

CALL FOR PIERCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT COMMITTEE MEM BERS

At the 2007 Annual Meeting, we chose to do a stfdyre Pierce Conservation District. We need tiosggrted
on this. BUT, we don't have enough people to hath the study. A local study is a great way tt6 ipgolved—
and you will do what you are able. Please join\& will schedule a meeting soon. Please cadtworail the

League office with your willingness or questions.
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TACOMA TOWNHALL MEETING ON HEALTHCARE WITH GOVERNOR GREG  OIRE

Governor Gregoire is hosting a series of Town iHadktings across the state this month to hear whaes Washington
residents are concerned with. It is very importaat those concerned about health care attend thestings and speak

out for improvements in the system. The meetin§danoma is Monday, Novembet 55:30 p.m. at Stadium High Schoo

in the Cafeteria/Commons, 111 N E St, Tacoma

The format for these meetings permits audiencedétes to ask questions. We are encouraging peopik the Gover-
nor questions encouraging her to be a bold leadire fight for universal health care. Sample goastare below.

1. Governor, we are grateful for the work you have done dimgdtealth coverage for children, but we are
also concerned that there are hundreds of thousands of adults who have agecoWdnat plans are you goin
to do to get coverage to all adults in Washingttaie®

2. Governor, | am a Small Business Owner (or wor small business). We have a terrible time rgptti
health care coverage that has any quality to ihat¥re you going to do to help us get good health cover-
age for small businesses and their employees?

3. Governor, last year the state created the Héatirance Partnership which will help low-inconneadl business
employees get in a pool for health insurance, listRartnership can only serve a limited numbggeaiple as initially
designed. Why don't we expand that pool right as@ynore people can use it to get health care age@r (These ques
tions were NOT written by the League.)

It is possible to requester in advance for the Télali Meetings but it is not required in order ttead or to
participate in the discussion. If you would likeregister, use this web address:
http://www.governor.wa.gov/townall

***DON'T FORGET PROPOSITION 1 ON HEALTH CARE ON THE TACOMA BALLOT***

SIMPLE MAJORITY ON NOVEMBER BALLOT

In November 2007, for the first time in sixty-thrgears, the voters of Washington state will hawedpportunity to vote
on a constitutional amendment (Engrossed Housé Beisolution 4204) which, if approved, will allowtsol district

levies to pass with a Simple Majority rather thasuper majority. Since 1977 the League of Wometeksoof Washing-
ton has had a position that school levies shoulpassed with a Simple Majority and supports a gs wn EHJR 4204,

Washington’s constitution states there is no higimarity than the education of all children. D#sphis primary mis-
sion, school districts are subject to an obsoletetitutional requirement of a higher “supermajdrthreshold for voter
approval of school levies. The supermajority regmient allows a minority of voters to prevent rases for student
learning even when the majority supports thoseuress.

In 1944 when voters passed the constitutional amentirequiring a 60% super majority to pass schaids, there
were over 2000 school districts and elections visetd without public notice. In 2007 there are 286ool districts, pub
lic notice is required for all elections, and thare newspaper articles and other communicationstadection issues.
All elections must be run on specific dates, maosinties have gone to all mail-in elections, andralers have the right
to receive a ballot in the mail. Therefore, “stieaklections are impossible.

Officials are elected with a Simple Majority, iritives and referenda are passed with a Simple Majand most local
jurisdictions pass taxes with a Simple MajorityheTSimple Majority is falir, it is the American wagnd it is democracy,
in action. EHJR 4204 would restore fairness andtedpy allowing school levies to be approved hyajority of those
voting.

a message from your League of Women Voters...

Phrase of the day: :ENGROSSED BILL--The official c@y of a bill or joint resolution passed by the Serte and certified by

the Secretary of the Senate.
Page 4
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League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County

announces our

First Annual Art Show and Sale

Saturday, November 3 ™, 2007
2:30-5:30 p.m
In the League office

702 Broadway, Suite 105, Tacoma

L, stands for L _eague, and also for

LLouise Bollman, bead artist,
Lucille Hurst, sculptor, and
LLyz Kurnitz-Thurlow, bead artist.

Come shop for yourself, or your family and friends.
We look forward to seeing you.

All artists will donate at least 10% to the League!

League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County
www.tacomalwv3@Iwvt-pc.org 253-272-1495
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2007 PIERCE COUNTY BALLOT:
INSTANT RUNOFF VOTING/RANKED CHOICE VOTING

There will be four Amendments on the ballots inr@@eCounty dealing with Instant Runoff Voting.

Amendment 4 would delay the implementation of IREV until 2010.

The argument is that it would give them more timgéet it right and to sort out software probleritie Auditor says
that they don’t need more time; they have done aflevork and will be ready for a 2008 start. #ho testified be-
fore the County Council spoke against this. Thadue Board decided that, while we think that auth be imple-
mented as scheduled, if it could not be propeolyedby that time, a delay was acceptable, andftirerave have
taken no position. There are, however, fears fhais delayed, it could then be delayed

indefinitely!

Amendment 5 would permanently limit us to voting émly three choices. Current software will allog/to
rank only 3 candidates in each race. It is thotlggitin the near future, that will change and vilkkhe able to rank
more than three candidates. The League opposearttéandment which would not allow us to take achgmbf new
software which would allow the ranking of more cilades.

Amendment 6 will allow us to rank as many candidate there are as soon as the technology allows. T
League supports this amendment; it is the origieake of what the county voters supported last year

Amendment 7 provides for equal access to the bialiaill parties and candidates. Through an aemrdine ballot
language of the original IRV Charter Amendment,riles for candidates of major and minor partiegebon the
ballot would be different. Of course, the Leagupports equal access and treatment for all carefidatd urges a
yes vote on Amendment 7.

OTHER COUNTY BALLOT ISSUES

Amendment 1 would make the Sheriff a nonpartisasitiom, and establish a term limit of three conseeufour-year terms,
Having the Sheriff be elected, rather than appdintesomething that County voters supported laat.y The first election for
Sheriff will be in 2008. If this passes, it wilkla nonpartisan position.

Amendment 2 would make the Assessor-Treasurenpantisan position, and impose the same term linfitmendment 3
would make the Auditor a nonpartisan position astdldish the same term limits. Currently, the kardand the Assessor-
Treasurer ARE partisan positions.

LWVT-PC has taken no position on these amendments.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkk kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkk

LWVT-PC supports Tacoma Propositionl on Health Gard: Regional Proposition 1 on Roads and Transit.
Lat month’s VOTER has more information.

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION FOR

League of Women Voters of Washington’s

ACTION WORKSHOP

Saturday, November 10, 2007

Registration ($20) . Begins at 9:30 a.m. with coff ee and rolls
Program 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

***Always great speakers and timely topics***

St. Andrews Lutheran Church, 2650 — 148t Avenue SE, Bellevue

Name:
Address:
Phone/email:

Send a check to LWVWA, 4710 University Way NE, #214 |, Seattle, WA 98105
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League of Women Voters
of Tacoma-Pierce County
presents a

Public Forum on Immigration
What are the Real Issues?

Saturday, November 3, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm

University of Puget Sound (UPS) Rotunda
(North 15th Street between Alder and Lawrence)

Tacoma, WA

A panel of experts will give information on severahspects of immigration:
Global Interdependence and Migration
The Impact of Immigration on the U.S. Economy
Border Enforcement
Family Reunification and Diversity Policies

Panel members will include:
Julio Quan — Former Director of Centro Latino
Lua Pritchard — Director of Korean Womens’ Assotian
Phil Chang — Director of Asia Pacific Cultural Ceter
Tim Farrell — Pierce County Council Member
Julia Harrison - Citizenship and Immigration Serve
Jack Bennett - Homeland Security Local Field Oféc

Following these presentations you will have an oppiunity to ask questions.

Parking is available on Lawrence Street north of Nb 15" Street.
Pierce Transit #16 Bus stops at North"15treet and Alder.
A light lunch will be served at the conclusion dig¢ meeting.

Questions may be directed to the League of Women \&t’ office at 253-272-1495 or tacomalwv3@Iwvt-pc.gr
League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County, Bd@adway, Suite 105, Tacoma, WA 98402 www.lwvbpg
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IMMIGRATION CONSENSUS UNIT MEETINGS

On this page are some discussion questions wheyur immigration committee to help you guide ytunk-
ing. They will be used at the Unit meetings, et mostly for you to think about.

Also on this page—some words about consensus. &slhaeve’ve been doing LOTS of consensus meetings
(locally—Library, statewide—Ferries, most recentlyiis is the first NATIONAL League consensus iloag
time.

The five pages following are from LWVUS. Quesidi4, on pages 1-4, are multiple choice questidh
that doesn’t make them easy to answer! Pleask #fiaut them, and answer them. Your answers wif) n-
form our discussion. You might change your mindwtsome of them.

On page 5 are the two simple consensus questindsglewe have to do—after much discussion and rireet-
ings with diverse groups—is decide whether we legensensus or no consensus on these questidaaseP
read them. Think about your answers in terms adtwiou have read, in terms of your life experiengeterms
of the way you answered the earlier questions, Bte.will send our League’s responses to Natiomadue,
where they will be combined with those of all otllszagues to see if there is a National consensngil Na-
tional League adopts this as a position, we caracoon it, even if our League seems to have rebhatmnsen-
Sus.

Reminder—Terri Baker did a nice wrap-up of inforinatfrom all the LWVUS Immigration articles in last
month’sVOTER. The NATIONAL VOTERhas been publishing immigration articles for thetpaear, and all of
their articles may be read on their website www.twg. And don't forget all you will learn at thenimigration
Forum on November 3rd at UPS.

SAMPLE IMMIGRATION DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

How does the income gap between Mexico and tBe ¢dntribute to immigration?

What are ways that the U.S. can close the inagap@

How do U.S. subsidies on agricultural productg taveloping countries?

How does the U.S. show a desire to help devedppbuntries to reach self-sufficiency?

How many immigrant owned businesses do you kaloout?

How do you think a large scale deportation afuthorized immigrants along with a prohibition efmnim-
migration would affect our economy?

How can U.S. companies follow the law of notrigrunauthorized immigrants and not be sued byltise
tice Department for discrimination against immigreorkers?

8. Does the money put into immigrant enforcemegtgff? Is there a better way?

9. How effective is current policy in reuniting ingnant families?

10. Do current immigration laws contribute to urrerized immigration?

ouhwWN P

™~

CONSENSUS

It is easier to say what consensus is not, thart ivfg&a Consensus is not a vote - rather, conseissmutual
agreement of League members arrived at througligisan. During discussion, all have the opporjuttitex-

press their viewpoints, and the issue is examinad fll sides. Consensus questions, created bgpiepriate
study committee and approved by the Board, prosidecture for the meeting, as members discussrtieegnd

cons until it becomes apparent whether or not assehas been reached on each question. The study commit-
tee analyzes the consensus responses and, usrigfthmation, creates a position statement. Gipgeoved

by the Board, the statement immediately becomekéhgue’s position and is the basis for actionhenissue.

This type of member involvement in the organizathmil its consensus process tends to ensure meorherit

ment to the resulting positions. In addition, mensthave the opportunity at each Annual MeetinGamven-

tion to decide whether or not to re-adopt thesétipos.
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